TaurspaY, Novempsr 26, 1874. | : [CONFIDENTIAL 


‘SELECTIONS 


FROM ‘THE 


VERNACULAR NE WSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN. THE PANJAR, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
- OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINOES, 


Received up to 14th November, 1874. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Rozndmcha of the 27th October quotes a correspondent 
of the Lawrence Gazette, who states that in- Kasba Maérehra, 
in the Etah district, the population of which consists entirely 
of Muhammadans, the Shabbarat was kept up with consider- 
able noise and confusion this year. The Pirzidas and Kam- 
bohs had a regular fight with fireworks, ‘which is not an un- 
common occurrence, on this occasion ; this year there were 
also pellets and slings used by the Riuahohe. aud several 
persons were injured. The Pirzddas attacked them in return, 
and the former had to decamp and take shelter in their houses. 
Luckily the combat was put .a stop to before many people 
were seriously injured. The writer adds that although this 
is an ancient ceremony, still it is a dangerous one, and ought 
to be prohibited. 


The Ndsir-ul-Isldm of the same date remarks that people 
in general wonder what the population of Hindustan, consist- 
ing of some ™ crores of. Musalmains and seven crores of 
Hindis, are doin , that they allow such a small body of 
Europeans to pa: nal them in good works. ‘ Here,” he 
continues, ** J mark a_ trifling incident which has just 
transpired, by which the good nature of the English and the 
apathy of Hindusténis may be clearly seen. At Bombay 
on the 17th October a poor old’ religious man, a regular 
attendant at- the Naw&b-ki-Masjid, was knocked down by 
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a careless driver in front of the masjid and had his skull 
fractured. A merciful European who happened ter be passing 
im his buggy took up the poor injured man, bound his wounds 
with: pieces of cloth torn from his own:clothing, placed : him 
in another buggy, and had him conveyed to the hospital,” 
The writer goes‘on to applaud this act of kindness towards 
” person of ariother caste and creed, whilst at the same time 
_ there were many of the injured man’s ewn countrymen near 
the door of the masjid, not one of whom: offered the least 
assistance. He concludes by: adding that even if there were 
ten crores of Musalm&ns. and fifty crores. of Hindis, they 


could never bear the sli ghtest comparison with a few. English- 
men of this stamp, - 


‘The Dabdaba-i-Sikandéri of the 9th November notices an 
ord er issued by the Lieutenan 't-Governor of the North-West- 
ern Provinees to the Magistrates under his jurisdietion, to the 
effect that they are to make all enquiries regarding the rela- 
tives and friends of insane persons (natives ef the eountry), 
and to induee them, when found, to make some sort of pro- 
vision for them. Rs. 4 per morith has been named as the sum 
required for each i insane person as maintenance allowance, but 
if this cannot be given,, even half that sum will be accepted. 


The ‘74- ube Akdhbbr of the 6th N sented exdiraiate from the 
Indian Public Opinion of the 30th October an extraordinary 
story of a disturbance at Amritsar in, which some rebel sepoys 
from Sialkot are said to have attacked the fort at Govindgarh, 
plundering and committing all kinds of depredations. 
The whole affair i is translated, and given in, such a serious 
manner that it is calculated to miglead people. Whether 
it is an account of ‘a sham fight and field day, or whether it 
is a squib, the native editor publishes it “with great regret,” 
and evidently looks upon it as a very serious affaix. eee 


‘The same. paper of tho Sth eee: shadeheael that i in- ihe 
town of Khorah, Madnapur district, a Government Post-ollice 
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moliarrir lias been for some tiiae past practising a system of 
fraud upon the people by telling them that to save the charge 
of postage to the recipients of their. letters, they must send 
two pice tied up with thread in them. The people on hearing 
this new order were pleased. and gladly obeyed it, and were 
thus easily duped; the author of the fraud for some years 
reaping a.rich harvest. But at last the matter beeame known 
tothe authorities, and the delinquent was arrested. The case 
is now being investigated. ; 

The Neér-ul-Anwdr of the 7th November quotes from the 
Dabdaba-i-Sikanddéri to the effect that while,excavating near 
the Madar Gate of the city of Ajmer, a tahkhdna was dis- 
covered containing a Hindi inscription which cannot be de- 
ciphered ; it is further stated that inside the tahkhdna are two 
closets which are padlocked. _ 

_ The Hindg Prakdsh of the 6th November complains edito- 
rially of the great necessity for a hospital at Kila’-i-Didar 
Singh in the Gujranwala district. The writer directs atten- 
tion to the want of proper sanitary arrangements at the same 
place, and adds that if all the filth collected there is allowed to 
remain, the result will be the breaking out of some serious 
epidemic, as there is not even a country doctor or a Govern- 
ment hospital there to save the evil consequences that would 


result. Even for ordinary ailments people cannot obtain medi- 
cal treatment, what then would be the consequences of an 
epidemic? The editor is of opinion that in such a large town 
it is very necessary to have a hospital, half the expenses to 
be defrayed from the -pargana chungi, and the other half 


to be furnished by Government. 

oO Quoting the Indian Public Opinion, this paper notices the 
desire of the Chaplain of Lahore to employ Native Christians, 
and other poor. Kirdnis who are in distress, in washing 


clothes for the European community, instead of giving them, 


as is now done, to the people of ‘other castes. With this view the 


Chaplain:has .called upon the European community to assist, 
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and proposes to import a washing machine from England for 
the purpose. The editor considers it worthy of remark how the 
national feeling of friendship is always displayed by the Eng- 
lish, and the dislike they have to allow other nations to partici- 
pate in the benefit of any portion of their earnings. “ But,” 
he adds, ‘* we cannot tell what has come over us; we in 
every way add to their gains, for the cloth we wear, is it not 
of European manufacture ? and does not everything also ema- 
nate from the same source? The trade of England has indeed - 
thrown into the shade the manufactures of Hindustan,” 


‘The same paper directs the attention of the Government 
of the Panjab to the following :— ; 


The Padri Im4d-ud-din of Amritsar, by his energetic efforts, 
will soon gain the object for which he compiled the work 
“ Tértkh-i-Muhammadi ” (vide page 483 of the Selections for 
the papers received up to 17th October), for even many indif- 
ferent Musalmans have been awakened by the notices given of 
this work in the-different papers, such as the Rohilkhand 
Akhbdr, the Aftdb-i- Panjab, the Hindi Prakdsh, &c. There is 
a great talk about it among the Musalmans, and in the hearts 
of the people there are some signs of controversy. The above- 
mentioned PAdri is full of contempt and enmity in the attitude 
he has assumed, and his‘desire is to excite the Musalmans to 


commit themselves in some way, so that they may be arrested 
and punished as seditious people. 


The editor invites the attention of Government to the 


different statements in the work under notice, which are 60 
distasteful to the Musalmans. 


The Muhibb-i-Hind for the first week of November, 
noticing the cirsulation of base coin in Rangoon, an account 


of which is taken from the local papers, recommends measures 
for the detection of the coiners. | 


The Lam’-i-Nér of the 18th October, while alluding to 
the general i improvements introduced of late into Hindustao, 
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especially the: establishment of railways, and the easé and 
comfort derived therefrom by the people, brings to notice the 
destruction of property caused’ by monkeys, which are said to. 
infest the town of Tanda, in the Faizabad district. The writer. 
declares that the town presents the appearance of having been 
plundered by them, and they cause the inhabitants serious loss 
and inconvenience by their mischievous and destructive pro- 
pensities. He goes on to suggest that Government should. 
devise some means for preventing this evil, and recommends 
that traps for catching them be made over by the autho- 
rities. 

The same paper of the 25th October offers some comments 
on the cruel custom said to prevail in the towns of Bengal, of 
carrying dying persons to the river side, and after calling 
_ Hari (God), tying stones to their bodies and drowning them 

before life is extinct. If by chance the sick man escapes with 
life, he becomes an alien to kith and kin, and is obliged to 
live in a village called Murdd Zindd, consisting of some 10,000 
persons who have soescaped. The writer, while censuring the 
want of mercy on the part of the people generally in this 
matter, considers that Government should not allow such a state 
of things to exist ; and he concludes by expressing regret that 
the former are still so uncivilized and savage as to estrange 
themselves from those who were once so dear to them. ‘** This 
custom,”’ he says, ‘Sis in every respect as bad as, if not worse 
than, infanticide and sati, and we venture to ask Govern- - 
ment to see to it, and adopt some measures for its abolition.” 


The Mayo Memorial Gazette of the 5th November gives 
as news that a Mr. Roberts has, from his own private re- 
sources, established a charitable institution at a place called 
Tejawar, where grain is daily dealt out to the poor and 
needy, with this proviso only, that uo Brahmans or Christians 
Shall partake of it, = 


The Rajputdna Social Science Congress Gazette of the 6th 
November, under the heading ‘‘Indecency,” says “ a person 
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who has lately returned from a Visit to England informs ys 
that it is the custoni there for med and women to bathe ip 
oue river, or stand together, without observing any rules of 
decency in the matter.” He goes on to say“ God preserve 
us! What a state of barbarism is this; but the best of it ic 
that the females do not see anything wrong in it, and the 
men will not prevent the women. from indulging in it. In — 
our country, even when bathing alone, it is considered impro- 
per and indecent to do so in a state of nudity. In such an 
enlightened eountry as England it is a great scandal that 
such a barbarous custom should exist; for what must those 
people who go from this country to visit England think 
of it? We desire that those in England who are subscribers 
to our paper may endeavour to abolish such an abominable 
custom!” eee eae 


The Oadk Akhbdr of the 13th November, under the head- 
ing “Dacca,” publishes a letter stating: that on the 27th 
October one of the ShahzAdas(Princes) of Dehli‘ arrived at 
that place and was received with great hospitality at the 
house of the Hon’ble Khwija’ Abdul Ghani-Séhib. The 
Sh4hzada has with him: the genealogical tree of the house of 
Taimar. The editor is of opinion that it would be well if 
the Chiefs of the country would provide for some of the. 
Princes of Dehli in their States, by giving them situations, 
_ provided they bear good characters. ook 

. The Lauh-i-Mahfiz of the 30th October reports that a 
traveller from Maltin gives terrible accounts of the sickness 
in that district. In the town of Shuj&habad alone some 
* 6,000 ‘people are said to have. fallen victims to it. ra! 


+. Under the heading “ Mainpuri’’ the following appears :— 
“‘ About three miles from the city, in the Golé ‘Bazhr, where 
Europeans reside beef is sold. A butcher unluckily took 4 
piece of beef near to the Jama Masjid in the town to try to 
sell. it. The Hindas hearing of this assembled ‘and at once 
beized’ and’ confined the. mau. ‘Woe. shall see what: they will 
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do with: him.”- The writer wonders what place in Rajputina 
this is-under, and where the. offender will be tried. He 
goes:on to say—-“‘In, this town, and throughout the districts 
of Rohilkhand, although the Musalman population is not, very 
numerous, they are a third in excess of the Hinds. Then 
why does not Government. take compassion on this class of 
its subjects? Is it.a crime to sell the flesh of a cow? And if 
so, why are not the Musalméns who live in Golé B&zfr taken 


up for eating it?” 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbér of the Sth November states in an 
editorial that a rumour has reached him to the effect that the | 
nebel Sard4r Khan, brother of Sadat Khan, has been cap> 
tured. at Indaur by one. of Holkar’s officers. The writer in- 
fers from this that many rebels are. finding shelter in the 
dominions of Holkar and Scindia. He goes on to say—* It 
was formerly. supposed. that Kattyawar was the great place of 
refuge for.them, but, it. would now appear that these outlaws 
are. cunning enough to place. themselves under the protection 
of those who are firm allies of the British Government, 
where their. hiding places would be least suspected.” 


The-same paper offers some comments, in common with 
other ‘papers,’ upon the, startling news contained in a recent 
number of the Koh-i-Nur detailing the sham fight, or field 
day, at Amritsar (alluded to.in the present report), which was 
acknowledged as having been taken from the Indian Public 
Opinion. The writer. says that the editor of the Koh-i-Neér 

displayed his ignorance: by making the sham fight appear a 
real one, and’ .them rectified: the error by explaining it in an 
extra, which although deemed necessary, was not, he thinks, 
generally circulated, as no such slip came in the copy of that 
paper addressed to him. Had such a denial reached him, the 
Writer says that he should have certainly put the matter i in 


its proper light, 
The Kinda 06 tho. Oth ite : icin’ the 
Pi 5 wees by. the: Government of Madzas: directing 
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{ts servants to pay a fine for neglect of duty. . The writer 
says that this causes great inconvenience, and: that the order 
ought to be rescinded ; that, in the first instance, when they 
commit a fault they should be warned ; that for a repetition 
of it they might be suspended for a time; and if they are 
found incorrigible they should be dismissed from the service 
of Government, but still lave the option of serving else- 
where. 


_ The same paper complains that one Makund Rém has by 
some underhand meaus established his son, Salig Ram, as 
Mahant of an ancient temple at Moradabad, which temple: 
has been kept up for many years by the payment of Rs. 5,000 
annually, as laid down by Jal4l-ud-din Akbar, the ‘King, 
and the Wazir, Naw&b Asif-ud-daula. A recluse ‘was for- 
meriy in charge of the temple, and made use of the income 
in a strictly honest manner, viz., in assisting the poor and 
needy ; and after him it was made over to others accord- 
ing to rightful succession, but the persons above-mentioned 
have now taken possession of the temple, and are 
said to have made away with property worth two 
Jakhs of rupees belonging to it, and not to have devoted a frac- 
tion of this sum to any charitable object. The writer says 
in conclusion, that this may be taken as indicative of the way 
in which the revenues of the temple and its jdgtr will be 
made away with and squandered, instead of being expended 
upon those who are entitled to the benefits. He calls upon 
Government to investigate the matter, and to adopt measures 
4o avert the evil consequences which must. inevitably result 
to this good work. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 10th November complains | 
at considerable length of the great inconvenience caused - 
to passengers by the shigrams that travel between Meerut, 
Sahéranpu r, and Roorkee. It is said that these conveyances 
‘are in a dilapidated condition, and they are generally so over 
crowded as to afford: no space for sitting down. : 
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Farthermore, the bullocks.yoked to these conveyances are 
said to be in such a poor condition that they are scarcely 
able to crawl along, and in some places they have to do 
double journeys. ‘The writer suggests that as dik carriage 
proprietors .are licensed, so these shigram owners or 
drivers should be also licensed, and made to ensure. security 
and comfort to passengers, who ought not to number 
more than eight to each conveyance. The police should also 
be warned of this state of things, and should be instructed to 
see that the rules are strictly adhered to. By: these precau- 
tions the writer thinks the grievance will no longer exist. 


The Sddik-al-Akhbdr of the 9th November mentions that 
a peon of the Municipality at Dehra Ghazi Khan gave him- 
self out to be a darogha of sanitation and: exacted from the 
people assembled at a fair from 4 annas to 1 rupee each. He 
was arrested, tried, and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment 
with hard labour. | Serene 


The Vaktl-i-Hindustdén of the same date publishes the com- 
_ plaint of a correspondent to the effect that at Gujrat the police, 
from the inspector down to the constable, are not permitted to 
leave their lines, even for the purposes of nature, without the 
sanction of their superior officer ; the writers and others in 
the same department are also subject to similar restrictions. 
The writer considers this oppression, and adds that the District 
Superintendent is very strict and severe with his men. | 


Alluding to a report at the same place (Gujrat), that one 
of the two Deputy Collectors is to be removed, the writer 
enquires why the:Government does not make over the Trea- 
sury work to one of them. | | 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). | 
_ correspondent of the Rozndémcha of the 27th October 
writes from Baroda to the. effect that the Chief, Malhar 
Rio, has dismissed from his service all Europeans and Eura- 
Slans, ae ; 
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Under the heading “ Displeasure of Government, ” the 
Lawrence Gazette is quoted, to the effect that the Bombay Goy- 
ernment has resolved to deprive the Mahardja of Satéra of his 

rule and titles, and has given him notice to quit the Raj. The 
'Mahrattas are said to be highly displeased at this. The editor 


wonders why these orders have been — against the 
Chief. 


The 74j-ul-Akhbdr of the 6th November notices the making 
over by Government of the State of Hathwa, Séran, to the 
‘Maharaja. _It was formerly in charge of the Court of Wards. 


The Meerut Gazette of the 7th November, referring to 
an order from Government which appeared in the Times of 
India, to the effect that the Foreign Office has received orders 
to furnish a confidential report on the Niz4m’s Government, 
remarks that from this it would appear that the management 
of affairs at that place is not what it should be, to needa 
secret enquiry and report. The writer goes on to say that Sir 


Salar Jang, the Nizim’s agent, cannot be worthy of the im- 
portant position he holds, as he does not possess even the 
ability or merits of one of the tahsildirs. Those who | have 
been in the habit of flattering him, and sounding his praises in 
the papers, will now feel somewhat ashamed of themselves. 


In the Mayo Memorial Gazette of the 5th ihiesitdhid; in 

the epitome of Rampur news, a tale is told of a person by pro- 
fession Maulvi Zahtr-ul-Hakh, described as. most devoutly 
religious, who under the cloak of religion accepts bribes 
under pretence of saving the houses of the respectable inhabi- 
tants from demolition, to make room for the erection of one 
for Naw4b Haidar Ali Khan. In one instance brought 
forward, a certain Mahdjan is said to have given. Rs. 1, 000 
asa nazrto get the Naw&b to spare his house, but after 
agreeing to do so, the house shared the fate of others, and 
on being remonstrated with, the Maulvi answered that he 
could dono more. This is said to be not the only instance 
of such fraud, which, as the writer observes, brings disgt ace 
on such Maulvis and gives a bad name to Islam. 
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The Vaktl-i-Hindustén of the 9th November, discours- 
ing on the affairs of Baroda, remarks that the Press gener- 
ally expresses regret that the Government of India, although 
it has acted with the consideration due to its exalted position 
in the affairs of Baroda, has not done so in accordance with 
the justice for which it is renowned ; that this regret is sincere, 
and the foundation on which it is based is sound. The 
writer also affirms that this regret is felt by all the Chiefs 
of Hindust4n, notwithstanding the fact that the Maharaja 
has been allowed 14 years to improve the administration of his 
country. He goes on to say —“ We also admit that the wish 
of our Government regarding Baroda is not in accordance 
with the report of Colonel Sleeman, formerly Resident of Oudh, 
which he submitted on Oudh. But as the Chiefs of this coun- 
try are not so well acquainted with measures of administra- 
tion asthe people of Europe, they endeavour to show that 
the results of the Baroda Commission point to the possibility 
of the Baroda Government committing itself, and thus 
furnishing an excuse to the British Government for taking 
over the country, as was the case with Oudh. Looking 
into the matter, we can only say that the time is now past 
for the Government to annex countries on any pretence, 
as it is quite clear that since the rebellion Government has 
most carefully avoided all interference in such matters, and 
does not act hastily ; but the ideas which have taken root in 
the hearts of the people of Hindust4n cannot be easily erased. 
Weare in hopes that the Maharaja will abandon his luxurious 
habits and ancient customs, and apply himself studiously .to 
the proper administration of his State, and thus show the 
Government and the people of India what a Chief of Hin- 
dustén can do.” 


COMMERCIAL. 


( Railways.) 


The Nésir-ul-Akhbér of the 1st December in an editorial 
enquirege=“ Who says that the —— are not a bigoted 
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and biassed race?’ About two months ago an engiticer 
employed in the Great Indian Peninsula Railway became a 
convert to Muhammadanism, assuming the name of Shaikh 
Abd-ul-Rahmfn. The Railway authorities were so much 
displeased at this that, like Mr. Melville, the poor man was 
dismissed from the service, after receiving a month’s pay, the 


explanation given being that he had gone wrong in the 
head. » oe oe 


The Vidyd Vilds of the 2nd November, in an editorial arti- 
cle, while expressing satisfaction at the many benefits and 
advantages the people at large enjoy by the introduction 
of railways, for which he tenders his acknowledgments to 
Government, at the same time points out that there is much to 
complain of deserving attention, and in particular the want of 
respect and regard to caste, rank, and position of persons, all 
of which are duly regarded and acknowledged in the.Courts. 
The writer says that the first and only thought is tho fare, and 
that in the same carriage which contains a Commissioner, a 
sweeper or a chamdér may, by paying the same amount, take 

his seat. The writer concludes by pointing out that as 
Government is always ready to reform abuses, it ought to take 
notice of this and adopt measures to remedy it. 


The Karndma of the 9th November says that only lately 
_ the Oudhand Rohilkhand Railway Company passed an order 
to the effect that any traveller who could not show a ticket, 
or who proceeded by means of one ticket to any place beyond 
the station to which his ticket entitled him to travel, would be 
made over to the authorities, and the case treated criminally. 
The writer further states that during the late Dasahra festival 
several persons who thus transgressed the rules were arrested 
and subjected to all the inconvenience and annoyance of & 
trial in Court. The editor wonders why this order has been 
enforced, and says— Of course if a person fraudulently avails 
himself of the railway for travelling, he is amenable to me 
law, and ought to be made to pay double the original price. 


(¢ 56r 
EDUCATIONAL. 
- The Lam’-i-Nér of the 25th October refers to a report 
which is said to be current, to the effect that the appointment 
of Sub-Deputy Inspectors in the Educational Department is 
about to be abolished, and the work entrusted to Deputy Dis- 
trict Inspectors of the same department, a report which is said ; 
to have caused considerable surprise and alarm. The writer 
says— We donot understand what reasons can exist for this 
change; it would be: better, we think, to create the appoint- 


ment of general teachers of suitable capability in lieu of the 


above appointments, and the result would be more beneficial - 


to the schools, because we have learnt from experience that 
the unfitness of teachers has been fraught with much disad- ° 


vantage to the schools.”’ 


The Vakil-i-Hindustdn of the 9th November says that at 
the Mission Branch School at Wazirabad the pupils who read 


Persian books have to pay no fees, and when they have 
gone through the primary reading in Persian they are placed 
inthe Mission School itself. The writer adds that by this artfal 
arrangement the Missionaries will gain their end. -Headds— _ 
“The master of the branch school, named Muhammad Amin, — 
is a person of disreputable character, and if those who control 
the Mission would dismiss such people, it would be well.” 
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